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interpreter on this occasion, or had made either of these
observations, but the witness was positive. " He said we
ought to be shot," he said. " These words made an impres-
sion on my mind at the time." Another witness, a farmer
named Handly, had remonstrated with Lynch, whose men
were disturbing a neighbour's farm. " I'm a British subject/'
retorted the " Colonel," " and know the law as well as you
do." " Then why are you fighting for the Boers ? " asked
the farmer. " For fun," said Lynch. It is, however, fair to
say that this was the account of witnesses for the prosecution
as to what took place on these two occasions, and was denied
by the prisoner.
At the last hearing before the magistrate the prisoner made
a long statement in which he said what he could to excuse
his actions, explained how his small troop had been dispersed
and how he had returned to Paris to continue his journa-
listic career before he returned to face his trial as member-
elect for Galway.
The trial took place, not at the Old Bailey, but in the great
Court of the Lord Chief Justice, before three Judges, Lord
Chief Justice Alverstone, Mr. Justice Wills, and Mr. Justice
Channel!. For this was no ordinary felon : Colonel Lynch
was the first man, since poor erratic Smith O'Brien had been
tried for his pathetic attempt at rebellion in Ireland in 1848,
to be tried for ec treason," and he was indicted under the old
statutes which had been savagely used from the thirteenth
until the seventeenth centuries. All the ceremony but none
of the ancient barbarity of those times, such as the bitter
invective of the prosecution and the vindictiveness of a Bench
servile to the throne, against helpless and undefended
prisoners, were observed in this State trial. Although the
prisoner did not go into the box, this was at his express wish,
and the Judges throughout the trial allowed the very able
defending counsel, Mr. Shee, K.C., and Mr. Horace Avory,
to explore every legal avenue open to the defence. Neverthe-
less, the use in the indictment of the words of Edward Ill's
old statute was a clear illustration of the antiquity and
development of English jurisprudence, and during the trial
there were continual references to the long pageant of